
Study Individual Books in Depth
Deep-Dive Plans with Historical Context, Theological Insights, and Application Prompts

Week Chapters Focus Theological Insight Application

1 1-12 Call & Judgment Holy God judges sin Where do you see God's holiness?

2 13-24 Nations & Prophecy Against pride of nations How do you live under judgment?

3 25-35 Salvation & Hope God's salvation plan What gives you hope?

4 36-39 Historical crisis Hezekiah's faith tested When does faith work?

5 40-48 Comfort begins "Comfort My people" How do you comfort others?

6 49-57 Servant & Redemption Suffering servant What does servanthood cost?

7 58-66 Final restoration True worship What does true worship look like?

Key Passages to Study:

Theological Concepts:

Book-by-Book Bible Reading Plans

Book-by-Book Plan 1: ISAIAH - The Prophet of Comfort and Judgment

Overview

Books: 66 chapters

Author: Isaiah (or multiple authors debate)

Time Period: 8th century BC

Key Theme: Messianic prophecies and God's redemption plan

Duration: 6-8 weeks

Reading Schedule

Isaiah 6:1-8 (Isaiah's vision)

Isaiah 40:1-11 (Comfort begins)

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (Servant song)

Isaiah 65:17-25 (New heavens)

1. Holiness of God: Isaiah 6:3 - "Holy, holy, holy"

2. Messianic Hope: Multiple prophecies about Messiah

3. Redemption Through Suffering: Servant passages



Study Questions:

Week Chapters Focus Key Message Personal Reflection

1 1-6 Call & Early Prophecy Judgment coming What is God calling you to?

2 7-12 Temple warning Don't trust rituals alone How do you practice faith?

3 13-20 Increasing opposition Rejection of prophet When have you faced rejection?

4 21-29 False prophets Discerning true prophecy How do you test claims?

5 30-35 Restoration promised Hope after judgment Can you trust after failure?

6 36-45 Destruction & survival Fall of Jerusalem What survives judgment?

7 46-52 Nations & epilogue God's plan unfolds How do you submit to God?

Key Passages to Study:

Theological Concepts:

4. Restoration & Renewal: Later chapters emphasize hope

How many Messianic prophecies do you find?

What is the significance of "I am" statements?

How does judgment and comfort interweave?

What does the servant represent?

Book-by-Book Plan 2: JEREMIAH - The Weeping Prophet

Overview

Books: 52 chapters

Author: Jeremiah with scribe Baruch

Time Period: 7th-6th century BC

Key Theme: Call to repentance amid impending judgment

Duration: 6-7 weeks

Reading Schedule

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (Call of Jeremiah)

Jeremiah 7:1-15 (Temple sermon)

Jeremiah 23:16-22 (False prophets)

Jeremiah 29:11-14 (Plans for good)

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (New covenant)

1. Covenant Breach: Breaking of Mosaic covenant



Study Questions:

Week Chapters Focus Vision Theological Focus

1 1-3 Call vision Throne chariot God's transcendence

2 4-7 Sign acts Siege prophecy Certainty of judgment

3 8-12 Temple vision Glory departs God's presence portable

4 13-24 Judgment prophecies Against false prophets Truth vs deception

5 25-32 Nations judgment Against surrounding nations God's justice universal

6 33-39 Restoration begins Watchman role Hope after exile

7 40-48 New temple vision Detailed construction God returns to restored temple

Key Passages to Study:

Theological Concepts:

2. New Covenant: Promise of internalized law

3. Lament: Expression of doubt in crisis

4. Faithfulness: God remains faithful despite rejection

Why was Jeremiah called "weeping prophet"?

What is the new covenant promise?

How did Jeremiah respond to opposition?

What comfort does Jeremiah offer?

Book-by-Book Plan 3: EZEKIEL - Visions of God's Glory

Overview

Books: 48 chapters

Author: Ezekiel (priest-prophet)

Time Period: 6th century BC (Babylonian exile)

Key Theme: God's glory, judgment, and restoration

Duration: 6-7 weeks

Reading Schedule

Ezekiel 1:1-28 (The throne vision)

Ezekiel 3:16-21 (Watchman responsibility)

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Dry bones vision)

Ezekiel 40-48 (Restored temple)



Study Questions:

Week Chapters Focus Content Application

1 1-6 Narrative Daniel's faithfulness Maintaining integrity under pressure

2 7-9 Visions Beasts, 70 weeks Understanding prophecy

3 10-12 Final vision War in heaven, end times Living with certainty of God's plan

Key Passages to Study:

Theological Concepts:

1. Divine Transcendence: Merkavah mysticism

2. Judgment & Restoration: Pattern throughout

3. Individual Responsibility: Ezekiel 18

4. Hope in Exile: Restoration promises

What does the throne chariot symbolize?

Why does God's glory depart?

What is the watchman's role today?

How does the new temple differ from Solomonic?

Book-by-Book Plan 4: DANIEL - Prophecy and Faithfulness

Overview

Books: 12 chapters

Author: Daniel (or pseudepigraphic)

Time Period: 6th century BC (Babylonian exile)

Key Theme: Faithfulness in exile, apocalyptic prophecy

Duration: 3-4 weeks

Reading Schedule

Daniel 1:1-21 (Faithfulness in diet)

Daniel 3:1-30 (Fiery furnace)

Daniel 6:1-28 (Lion's den)

Daniel 7:1-28 (Beasts vision)

Daniel 9:24-27 (Seventy weeks)

1. Faithfulness Under Pressure: Personal examples

2. Apocalyptic Vision: Symbolic prophecy

3. God's Sovereignty: Over kingdoms



Study Questions:

Week Chapters Focus Message Reflection

1 1-7 Broken covenant Israel as unfaithful wife How do you respond to rejection?

2 8-14 Restoration hope Return to God promised What brings you back?

Key Passages:

Theological Concepts:

4. Resurrection Hope: Daniel 12:2

What made Daniel faithful under pressure?

What do the beasts represent?

What are the seventy weeks?

How does Daniel encourage exiles?

Book-by-Book Plan 5: HOSEA - God's Unfailing Love

Overview

Books: 14 chapters

Author: Hosea

Time Period: 8th century BC (Northern Kingdom decline)

Key Theme: God's covenant love despite Israel's unfaithfulness

Duration: 2-3 weeks

Reading Schedule

Hosea 1:2-3 (Hosea marries Gomer)

Hosea 3:1-5 (Redemption of wife)

Hosea 11:1-11 (Israel as son)

1. Covenant Loyalty: Despite breach

2. God as Husband: Relationship metaphor

3. Redemptive Love: Beyond judgment

Book-by-Book Plan 6: AMOS - Justice and Righteousness



Week Chapters Focus Justice Issue Application

1 1-5 Judgment Against injustice What injustices concern you?

2 6-9 Visions Impending doom How do you respond to warnings?

Key Passages:

Day Chapters Event Theme Reflection

1 1 Flight from God Resistance When have you resisted God?

2 2 Prayer in darkness Repentance What brings you to surrender?

3 3 Ninevah's repentance Universal mercy How do you see God's mercy?

4 4 Jonah's displeasure God's compassion Can you rejoice in God's mercy?

Key Passages:

Overview

Books: 9 chapters

Author: Amos (shepherd-prophet)

Time Period: 8th century BC

Key Theme: Social justice and God's righteousness

Duration: 2-3 weeks

Reading Schedule

Amos 3:7-8 (Prophecy obligation)

Amos 5:21-27 (Ritual without justice)

Amos 8:11-12 (Famine of word)

Amos 9:11-15 (Booth of David restored)

Book-by-Book Plan 7: JONAH - Repentance and Mercy

Overview

Books: 4 chapters

Author: Unknown

Time Period: Post-exilic (teaching story)

Key Theme: God's universal mercy and human resistance

Duration: 1 week (can be extended)

Reading Schedule



Week Chapters Focus Doctrine Study Question

1 1-3 Problem All sin, all need justification How are you righteous?

2 4-5 Solution Faith in Christ What does faith accomplish?

3 6-8 New Life Freedom from sin's power How does grace free you?

4 9-11 Election Israel's place in God's plan How does predestination work?

5 12-13 Ethics Living righteous lives How should believers behave?

6 14-16 Practice Conscience & community How do you live with others?

Key Passages to Study:

Theological Concepts:

Jonah 1:1-3 (Disobedience)

Jonah 2:1-9 (Prayer from fish)

Jonah 3:1-10 (Ninevah repents)

Jonah 4:1-11 (God's compassion)

Book-by-Book Plan 8: ROMANS - Justification by Faith

Overview

Books: 16 chapters

Author: Paul

Time Period: ~55-57 AD

Key Theme: Justification by faith alone

Duration: 8-10 weeks

Reading Schedule

Romans 1:16-17 (Gospel power)

Romans 3:21-26 (Justification)

Romans 5:1-11 (Peace with God)

Romans 6:1-14 (New life)

Romans 8:1-39 (No condemnation)

Romans 12:1-2 (Living sacrifice)

1. Justification: Legal declaration

2. Sanctification: Practical holiness

3. Glorification: Final destiny

4. Election: God's choice



Study Questions:

Week Chapters Issue Problem Resolution

1 1-4 Division Spiritual pride Unity in Christ

2 5-7 Morality Sexual immorality Sanctification

3 8-10 Conscience Food sacrificed to idols Love over knowledge

4 11-12 Worship Communion & gifts Order in worship

5 13 Love Greatest gift Love chapter

6 14 Prophecy Spiritual gifts Building up body

7 15 Resurrection Gospel core Victory in Christ

8 16 Practicality Giving & sending Community action

Key Passages:

Theological Concepts:

What is the relationship between faith and works?

How does Paul explain predestination?

What is the purpose of the law?

How should Romans 14 guide conscience issues?

Book-by-Book Plan 9: 1 CORINTHIANS - Church Life & Practice

Overview

Books: 16 chapters

Author: Paul

Time Period: ~53-54 AD

Key Theme: Addressing church divisions and immorality

Duration: 8-10 weeks

Reading Schedule

1 Corinthians 1:10-17 (Divisions)

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (Body as temple)

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (Body of Christ)

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (Love)

1 Corinthians 15:1-58 (Resurrection)

1. Body of Christ: Metaphor for church



Study Questions:

Week Chapters Focus "I AM" Sayings Theology

1 1-4 Prologue & Encounters I AM (1:1) Word became flesh

2 5-7 Controversy I AM the bread (6:35) Jesus sustains

3 8-10 Identity I AM the light (8:12) Jesus illuminates

4 11-13 Death foreshadowed I AM the door (10:7) Jesus provides access

5 14-16 Farewell discourse I AM the vine (15:1) Jesus sustains community

6 17 High priestly prayer I AM (17:3) Jesus glorified

7 18-19 Crucifixion I AM (18:5) Jesus identified

8 20-21 Resurrection I AM alive (20:22) Jesus risen

Key Passages:

2. Spiritual Gifts: For building up

3. Love: Greatest spiritual fruit

4. Resurrection: Gospel foundation

How should the church handle division?

What is Paul's teaching on singleness vs marriage?

How should spiritual gifts be used?

Why does Paul emphasize resurrection?

Book-by-Book Plan 10: GOSPEL OF JOHN - Word Made Flesh

Overview

Books: 21 chapters

Author: John (apostle)

Time Period: ~90-110 AD

Key Theme: Jesus as God's Son, believe and have life

Duration: 8-10 weeks

Reading Schedule

John 1:1-18 (Prologue)

John 3:16-17 (For God so loved)

John 11:1-44 (Lazarus resurrection)

John 14:1-14 (I am the way)



Theological Concepts:

Study Questions:

Week Chapters Focus Vision Theme

1 1 Prologue Throne vision Christ exalted

2 2-3 Churches Seven letters Encouragement to churches

3 4-5 Heaven Worship scene God's sovereignty

4 6-7 Seals Judgment begins God's plan unfolds

5 8-9 Trumpets Cosmic upheaval Escalating judgment

6 10-11 Angel Two witnesses Victory assured

7 12 War Michael vs dragon Spiritual conflict

8 13-14 Beasts Antichrist system Evil's last stand

9 15-16 Bowls Final judgment Complete judgment

10 17-18 Babylon Fall of empire Evil's destruction

John 17:1-26 (High priestly prayer)

John 20:31 (Purpose statement)

1. Incarnation: God became human

2. Belief: Faith in Jesus

3. Eternal Life: Knowing God

4. Glory: God's character revealed

What is unique about John's Gospel?

What do the "I AM" sayings reveal?

How does John handle Jesus' divinity?

What is the purpose of John's signs?

Book-by-Book Plan 11: REVELATION - Victory and New Creation

Overview

Books: 22 chapters

Author: John (apostle, exile)

Time Period: ~95-96 AD

Key Theme: Christ's victory and future restoration

Duration: 10-12 weeks

Reading Schedule



Week Chapters Focus Vision Theme

11 19-20 Victory Christ's return Jesus reigns

12 21-22 New creation New Jerusalem Eternal renewal

Key Passages:

Theological Concepts:

Study Questions:

Step 1: Overview

Step 2: Background

Step 3: Detailed Study

Revelation 1:4-8 (Greeting)

Revelation 4:1-11 (Throne vision)

Revelation 5:1-14 (Lamb worthy)

Revelation 12:1-12 (War in heaven)

Revelation 19:11-21 (Christ's return)

Revelation 21:1-8 (New creation)

Revelation 22:1-21 (Conclusion)

1. Apocalyptic Vision: Symbolic prophecy

2. Evil's End: Satan defeated

3. God's Sovereignty: Over history

4. Eternal Hope: New creation assured

How should we interpret Revelation?

What is the church's role in Revelation?

How does Revelation encourage persecuted church?

What is the message of Revelation for today?

Study Method for Each Book

Read the entire book at once

Note main themes and structure

Identify key passages

Study historical context

Learn about author and audience

Understand cultural setting



Step 4: Cross-References

Step 5: Application

Step 6: Reflection

Book: ________________
Passage: ________________
Date: ________________

Observation:

Interpretation:

Application:

Read passage by passage

Note word repetitions

Identify key theological concepts

Observe structure and flow

Compare with related passages

Trace theological themes

Connect to other books

Identify personal application

Consider how it shapes faith

Determine lifestyle changes

Journal insights gained

Write summary of main themes

Develop teaching outline

Detailed Study Template

What does it say?

What is the context?

What stands out?

What does it mean?

What is the main point?

How does it fit the book?

How does it apply to me?

What will I do about it?

How will it change me?



Reflection:

For Deeper Study:

Recommended Approach for Scholars:

What surprised me?

What challenged me?

What will I remember?

Tips for Verse-by-Verse Analysis

1. Read multiple translations to understand nuances

2. Study original words using a concordance

3. Note grammar and structure of sentences

4. Identify figures of speech and cultural references

5. Connect to redemptive history and God's plan

6. Apply to daily life through concrete examples

7. Discuss with others for broader perspective

8. Meditate and pray for spiritual insight

Seminary-Level Study Resources

Use original language tools (Hebrew/Greek)

Study historical and cultural background extensively

Compare commentaries from multiple perspectives

Examine literary structure and rhetorical devices

Investigate textual criticism and manuscript evidence

Consider historical development of interpretation

Trace theological themes across related books

Develop exegetical papers and presentations

1. Establish text (textual criticism)

2. Parse original languages

3. Analyze structure (chiasms, parallelism, etc.)

4. Examine historical-cultural context

5. Trace intertextual references

6. Develop theological synthesis

7. Compare scholarly interpretations



Start Date: ________________
Book: ________________
End Date: ________________
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8. Present findings in writing
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